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lfl irf-ibK^ located oast 01 ti^ ilustavi {la°32* i;AS°02 8 d), Georgian S 0 S»R 

r*J. Iroac, ytolion was borGercd by a .railroad "1 ine on the southwest and by 
n tan - c tr. 3t nine. ^-rea on the east, ■ Two three-story apartment houses, 100 
T >:*tevs loop, and n four-story factory building with a wind cone on its 
•not wore ' at Lhr southwestern cdye of the field* 

2 -- ;.t ;0ir : r * eVf ' :n *‘.*lpl;.:no3 used for parachute training v;ere stationed at the field, 

Tie iKuraoImtists were quartered in the factory’ building. , Conventional 
pirac-.jrarccs rir.rb'M by red rod blue. stripes, others fitted with mi auxiliary 
pararrhutc, and parachutes tfitk four carry ing strips looking like a scalar e* 
pi.ee, ; of cloth were seen. The speed of- descent of the latter t; pe parachute 
wts raich greater than that of the other parachutes. It seemed as if each 
p ■’raonu.t.ist was trained for jumping with ail the three- types of parachute « 

Jo J:i t; ;e summer- of about ton sinpi e-engine planes were stationed at the 

oiriioic; localea east of the railroad 1 static- 1 * Twin-engine aircraft taking 
ohf .-’row the field with cargo gliders in ten? were also seen. Individual 
aid group parachute jumps were made from* twin-enrine planes* The airfield 
pirsc-nnel. was quartered intents* 
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ito An old hangar , 25x86 meters, v/ith a capacity of five biplanes* a 
so-called F. 2 0 school consisting of two prefabricated buildings 
20x200 meters each and similar to former German Keichsarbeitsdienst 
(Hcich Labor dervice) huts*, and a concrete aircraft parking site 
10*3x2 00 meters were available at the fields 


The F Z 0 school buildings, r/hich had been constructed in 19h$/19h6 , 
were occupied by about 2j>0 men from April to September 19)49 „ The 
students of the school, 16 to 1 7 -year old apprentices, were being 
given premilitary training* According to some of the trainees, in- 
struction a^the school was given in two groups J one group of about 
100 men was pilot and parachute trainees and flight mechanl.cs wear- 
ing uniforms of various brs&hes of service, while -the other group 
consisted of about 15>0 Georgian objectors who were conscripted for 
b years for this type of work or another type* They dressed alike, 
had no military insignia, performed no military duties, but were under 
military command* 

6 0 A parachute training a res bordered on the northeast of the airfields 
During the summer months up to 200 parachute jumps over this area 
we)'e made daily from biplanes* The parachutes were of different colors* 
".title about 25 biplanes were normally stationed at the field, this 
number Increased to 60 to 70 during the summer* From time to time 
twin-engine planes arrived from an airfield located to the northeast 
and dropped three parachutists each, who were later trucked back to 
their home field* 

In Other P*'s said that there was a large and modern airfield beyong a ridgj 
of hills about h km to the northeast of the field. This field, which was 
said to be heavily occupied, had concrete taxiways , large hangars and 
other buildings* 

do m assembly hoi 1 about 25x20 meters and a masonry building, about 15 x 50 
meters, occupied by pilot students were located on the southern edge of 
the field, which bordered on a tank training area to the north, 

9* Fifteen to 25 biplanes were stationed at the field, which allegedly was 
occupied by a civilian pilot school* The lj .0 to 5G student pi3.ots,who 
were instructed by officers, wore uniforms and practiced take-offs and 
landings* 

1CL he field, about 2,000x3,000 meters, was located about 500 meters east 

of tile concrete plant, 200 meters north of the nitrogen plant in progress 
of construction, ana 500 meters north - of the power plant*. Apartment 
houses were be'ng built approximately 500 meters north of the field, 

A hangar about 60 meters souare, anl a three-story building -designated air 
force barracks by the oovxets, were located on its western edge.-. The 
barracks building was occupied by an estimated 200 to 2$Q men, ‘most of them 
young soldiers* 

xlo About 15 biplanes and two commercial planes were stationed at the field, 
which was used mainly for the training of parachutists and for take-offs 
and landings . Individual parachute jumps from biplanes, and group jumps 
by up to ten men Ir-ora four-engine aircraft which approached the field 
fron tlie direction of liilis without landing at the field, were seen„ 

The jumps were made only in good weather from altitudes of 600 to 1,000 
meters* Lost of the parachutists used double parachutes, of which the 
smallur one was blue and opened first '.while the second largest one, which 
was red, opened a short tine later* The parachutists jumping from the 
four-engine craft fro:: sice doors used only one parachute which coened 
immediately after the soldiers had left the plane. 
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12 „ AA "un emplacements in the southern part of the field were occupied by 
' four runs of about 33 m caliber. Firing at sleeves towed by lour- 
engine aircraft was frequently practiced* 

13, Pae airfield located just . northeast of the railroad line had a small 

hairar and -was occupied by 10 to 20 biplanes, which were used primarily 
for parachute training* Biplanes of the same type approaching from 
the direction of Tbilisi (Tiflis) dropped parachutists over the field 
daily. Host of the arachutists were women 1? to 30 years ox age am 
wesrinr array uniforms c They were armed vdth submachine guns ^ and hand 
grenades* After lending, the parachutists, who were apparently being 
trained for partisan fighting, occupied trenches from which they ad- 
vanced toward the road and railroad line to the south* At least 100 
parachutists jumped every day from an altitude of 250 to 500 meters* 

Uio Busing the summer months tank units cooperating with infantry and 
artillery units held exercises near the field at least once a week* 

From 50 to 100 aircraft of various types, mostly twin -engine bombers 
ant single -engine fighters used to participate in these exercises* 

i5o The airfield east of Rustavi liad a small hangar and two or three large 
building s® Throe or four biplanes which were used lor the cropping of 
parachutists jumping with sir. &.e and double parachutes from an altitude 
of Uoo to 5oo meters, were permanently stationed at the field., Air force 
soldiers Yrenring light blue collar patches, and civilians, including 
women, who were trucked to the airfield were continually seen at the 
fiild. 


1 /inner.: Location Sketch of the Rustavi airfield. 
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